Rl FAULT

1801. It is the latter he is here criticising. The first section, on 'Manage-
ment/ and the last, on 'Saint-Cyr College,' have been omitted.]
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PUBLIC OPINION

TO  CITIZEN RIPAULT

PARIS, July 23, 1801.

CITIZEN Ripault is to see that he is supplied every day
with all the papers that come out, except the u political
papers. He will read them carefully, make an abstract of
everything they contain likely to affect the public point of
view, especially with regard to religion, philosophy, and
political opinion. He will send me this abstract between

5  and 6 o'clock every day.

Once every ten days he will send me an analysis of all the
books or pamphlets which have appeared during that
period, calling attention to any passages that might bear
on moral questions, or interest me in a political or moral
connexion.

He will take pains to procure copies of all the plays
which are produced, and to analyse them for me, with
observations of the same character as those above men-
tioned. This analysis must be made, at latest, within 48
hours of the production of the plays.

He is to send me every ist and 6th day, between 5 and

6 o'clock, a list of all the bills, posters, advertisements, etc.
which deserve attention, as well as anything that has come
to his knowledge, and anything that has been done or said
in the various Institutes, literary meetings, sermons, new
educational establishments, or fashionable trials, that might
be of interest from a political and moral point of view.

In consideration of these new duties imposed upon citizen
Ripault, I am instructing the Minister for Home Affairs to
pay him 500 francs a month, and I am ordering Pfister to
give him a like amount.

[CORRESP., vii, 5647. Ripault was Napoleon's librarian till 1807.]
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